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S  E  K  1  0  N. 


ACTS,  XXVI.  22,  215. 

HAVING  THEREFORE  OLTAINED  HELP  OF  GOD,  I  CONTINUE 
UNTO  THIS  DAY,  WITNESSING  DOTJI  TO  S^^rALL  AND  GREAT, 
SAYING  NONE  OTHER  THINGS  THAN  THOSE  WHICH  THE  PROPH- 
ETS AND  MOSES  DID  SAY  SHOULD  COME  :  TlfAT  CHRIST  SHOULD 
SUFFER,  AND  THAT  HE  SHOULD  BE  THE  FIRST  TO  RISE  FROM 
THE  DEAD,  AND  SHOW  LIGHT  UNTO  THE  PEOPLE.  AND  TO  THE 
GENTILES. 

*Thus  spake  Paul  as  he  stood  before  King 
Agrippa.  He  gave  a  brief  account  of  his  con- 
version, of  his  commission  from  Christ  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles,  and  of  the  things  he 
suffered  and  the  perils  that  attended  his  course. 
But  notwithstanding  all  these,  he  says,  Hav- 
ing obtained  help  of  God,  I  continue  unto  this 
day,"  fulfilling  my  high  commission. 

Others  than  Paul  have  passed  through  dan- 
gers and  trials,  and  still  lived  to  old  age,  and 
have  occasion  to  adopt  his  words  just  repeated, 
Having  obtained  help  of  God  I  continue  unto 
this  day,"  and  am  able  to  go  forward  with  my 
labors.  Every  person  who  has  outlived  the  life 
of  man,  has  no  small  reason  to  speak  with 
grateful  praise  to  God  by  whose  support,  pro- 
tection and  deliverance,  he  still  lives.    A  very 


4 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL  SERMON. 


gmall  part  only  of  our  race  arrive  at  three  score 
and  ten.  The  speaker  has  more  reason  than 
most  of  his  age,  to  adopt  the  words  of  the  text. 
He  has  had  several  very  narrow  escapes  from  in- 
stant death  by  casualties,  and  still  has  never  had  a 
bone  fractured,  nor  a  joint  dislocated,  nor  receiv- 
ed any  bodily  injury  which  disabled  him  from  per- 
sonally supplying  his  desk  with  the  exception  of 
one  Sabbath.  I  would  then  repeat  the  words  of 
the  Apostle  as  my  own  ;  Having  therefore  obtain- 
ed help  of  God,  I  continue  unto  this  day,  witness- 
ing both  to  small  and  great  those  things  which 
the  Prophets  and  Moses  did  say  should  come, 
concerning  the  character,  instructions,  death  and 
resurrection  of  Christ  for  the  redemption  of  our 
race.  , 

Few  ministers  continue  to  preach  50  years, — 
fewer  still  continue  to  preach  50  years  to  the 
same  people,  and  still  a  less  number  to  be  so 
long  their  only  pastor  and  teacher.  This  day  is 
the  50th  anniversary  of  my  ordination  and  settle- 
ment in  this  place, — a  bright,  solemn  and  mem- 
orable day  with  both  minister  and  people  :  and 
which  would  have  been  justly  considered  far 
more  solemn  and  interesting,  could  it  have  been 
foreseen,  that  the  connection  would  continue  50 
years  ;  and  until  all  the  fathers  were  housed  in 
the  grave,  and  most  of  their  children. 

Some  may  think  that  to  preach  ten  or  twenty 
years  to  a  people,  a  man  will  exhaust  the  Bible, 
and  for  the  want  of  matter  must  preach  philoso- 
phy and  history.    But  such  people  know  but  Ijt- 
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tie  about  the  rich  stores  of  divine  truth  contain- 
ed in  the  scriptures — the  more  they  are  searched 
and  studied,  the  more  exhaustless  in  subject- 
matter  they  appear.  And  now  after  fifty  years 
study  of  the  word  of  God,  and  after  having  writ- 
ten sermons  to  the  measure  of  several  bushels, 
it  seems  to  contain  more  matter  yet  untouched, 
than  when  I  had  preached  but  six  months. 

Some  are  apt  to  think  that  one  who  has  so 
many  years  preached  the  gospel — who  has  so  of- 
ten visited  the  sick,  and  conversed  and  prayed 
with  them — who  has  so  frequently  been  called 
to  instruct  and  guide  enquiring  minds — who  has 
so  long  expounded  the  word  of  God,  and  ofibred 
up  on  numerous  occasions  so  many  prayers  in 
the  sanctuary,  and  in  the  house  of  mourning  and 
religious  conference — who  has  so  long  and  so 
much  searched  the  inspired  volume,  would  not 
doubt  of  stepping  right  into  heaven,  let  him  be 
called  at  what  hour  he  might.  Whatever  be  the 
case  of  others,  this  is  not  my  case.  All  these 
things  one  may  do,  and  yet  live  and  die  with 
painful  doubts  in  his  own  mind.  So  many  ser- 
mons, exhortations,  prayers  and  warnings,  will 
save  no  one,  or  open  an  unclouded,  or  even 
cheering  prospect  of  heaven.  If  in  all  these 
services  and  duties  he  has  sought  his  own  glory 
and  not  the  glory  of  God,  for  which  all  men 
should  live  and  act — if  he  has  minded  his  own 
things  and  not  the  things  of  Christ — or  if  he  has 
spoken  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and 
has  understood  all  mysteries  and  all  knowledge, 
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and  even  given  his  body  to  be  burned,  and  not 
loved  Christ  and  relied  on  him  as  God  his  Sa 
vior,  it  will  profit  him  nothing. 

And  here  I  would  ask  my  beloved  people  to 
look  with  a  favorable  eye  upon  my  labors  and 
conversation  among  them,  and  pass  over  whatev- 
er I  have  done  amiss,  and  whatever  1  have  n^;- 
glected  to  do  for  any  of  them,  which  I  ought  to 
have  done.  The  amount  of  my  mistakes,  my 
deficiencies  and  my  faults,  I  am  sensible  is  not 
small ;  and  if  none  have  perished  through  my 
unskillfulness  and  want  of  fidelity,  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  wonder.  A  review  of  my  ministe- 
rial life  does  not  afford  me  that  entire  satisfac- 
tion which  is  so  desirable,  when  a  minister  is 
closing  up  his  work  and  must  soon  be  dismissed 
from  the  field  by  his  master. 

But  of  certain  things  I  am  conscious.  I  have 
always  held  myself  in  readiness  to  obey  the  calls 
of  all  my  people,  whether  in  health  or  sickness, 
and  especially  in  adversity,  by  night  and  by  day. 
I  am  confident  that  I  have  preached  to  them  the 
preaching  that  Jesus  Christ  has  bidden  his  min- 
isters to  preach — the  doctrines  of  grace  which 
Christ  himself  preached  and  his  apostles  after 
him,  and  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  prac- 
tical piety.  These  truths  I  preached  at  the 
commencement  of  my  labors  in  this  place,  and 
have  continued  to  preach  down  to  this  day.  If 
they  were  tJien  correct,  they  are  so  now.  Di- 
vine truth  no  more  changes  than  the  unchanginor 
source  whence  it  emanates.    Of  the  trqth  thai 
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Christ  and  him  crucified  is  the  wisdom  of  God 
to  the  salvation  of  every  humble  believer,  I  have 
never  doubted,  nor  withheld  from  my  people  from 
the  first  day  of  my  public  labors.  Were  I  to 
renounce  this  doctrine  I  should  abandon  all  hope 
of  my  own  salvation. 

Ten  years  since,  I  dehvered  a  discourse  which 
has  appeared  from  the  press,  and  in  which  I  gave 
a  particular  account  of  persons  and  things,  times 
and  places,  changes  and  trials,  during  40  years. 
To  this  discourse  I  would  refer  all  who  desire 
more  particularity.  This  will  prevent  a  circum- 
stantial history  of  those  days.  But  to  pass  over 
them  in  silence,  would  satisfy  none  of  my  hear- 
ers, since  they  embrace  the  most  interesting  por- 
tion of  my  ministry,  and  of  this  church  and  peo- 
ple. The  early  history  of  this  church  does  not 
properly  come  within  my  province  to-day. 

The  town  of  North  Brookfield  was  incorpora- 
ted the  2d  parish  in  Brookfield  in  1750,  for  the 
enjoyment  of  religious  privileges.  The  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  this  event,  will  occur  in  less 
than  two  years  from  this  time ;  when  it  is  hoped, 
that  some  one  will  be  able  to  collect  materials 
and  give  a  history  of  the  town  of  North  Brook- 
field, that  now  is.  Such  a  history  would  be  an 
important  document  to  future  generations.  These 
several  circumstances  will  give  a  shape  to  my 
discourse  to-day,  very  different  from  what  it 
would  otherwise  possess. 

At  the  time  of  my  settlement  the  scenery  was 
delightfully  rural  beyond  almost  any  other  place 
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in  the  region,  and  all  these  fine  swells  of  land 
were  ornamented  with  orchards  and  shade  trees, 
which  gave  the  return  of  spring  an  enchanting 
power  over  this  territory.  The  population  w^as 
sparse,  without  a  single  cluster  of  houses, 
and  without  one  well  finished  and  neatly  painted 
dwelling  house  in  the  parish,  and  but  three  or 
four  of  any  sort  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
place  of  worship  :  and  that  of  all  others  a  place 
of  the  greatest  retirement  and  most  profound 
stillness,  except  on  the  Sabbath.  There  was 
next  to  no  business  but  husbandry — no  noise  but 
the  distant  voice  of  the  plovvman  in  his  field — 
no  buildings  rising — no  improvements  in  any  re- 
spect— and  next  to  no  ingress,  or  progress,  or 
egress,  only  as  strangers  mistook  their  way. 

The  infirmities  of  old  age  and  the  consequent 
coldness  of  the  former  house  of  worship,  three- 
fifths  of  a  mile  south,  without  any  means  of 
warming  it  in  the  most  severe  season,  together 
with  the  distance  of  dwelling  houses,  rendered 
the  condition  of  the  assembly  in  winter  any  thing 
but  absolutely  insufferable,  and  the  sermon  una- 
vailing only  as  a  means  of  repentance  for  not 
providing  a  warmer  house.  While  the  assembly 
were  watching  for  the  close  of  service  that  they 
might  thaw  out  for  the  afternoon,  or  hasten  to  a 
comfortable  home  ;  and  this  desire  was  unmis- 
takenly  read  in  their  countenances,  or  audibly 
proclaimed  by  their  clattering  feet,  or  chattering 
teeth,  the  feelings  of  the  speaker  could  not  be  of 
the  most  pleasant  sort,  nor  his  mind  inspired 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL  SERMON. 


9 


with  much  else  than  a  profound  sense  of  the  in- 
tensity of  the  cold.    All  the  sermons  delivered 
under  these  circumstances  might  be  repeated 
without  being  recognized,  only  as  associated 
with  suffering.    Vastly  more  then  attended  wor- 
ship, than  could  have  been  expected ;  while 
many  more  are  noiv  absent  than  existing  circum- 
stances can  justify  ;  since  our  place  of  worship 
is  perhaps,  even  more  comfortable  than  some  of 
our  homes.    And  in  the  milder  seasons  of  the 
year,  but  very  few  could  reach  the  sanctuary  ex- 
cept on  foot,  or  upon  the  saddle,  and  for  the 
want  of  some  defence,  take  the  shower  and  the 
storm  as  they  were  sent. 

A  change  of  business  has  produced  a  change 
in  the  circumstances  of  most  families.  Within 
twenty-five  years  past  the  poor  have  greatly  di- 
minished, and  the  destitute  have  risen  to  compe- 
tency and  a  condition  of  thrift  far  above  discour- 
agement ;  and  still  the  blasting  influence  of  in- 
temperance and  the  love  of  pleasure,  may  con- 
tinue sorrie  families  in  comparative  want  and  suf- 
fering. 

One  event  in  particular  has  contributed  to  the 
permanent  union  and  prosperity  of  this  Reli- 
gious Society,  viz. :  the  erection  of  this  house  of 
worship,  which  was  accomplished  in  1823,  and 
Dedicated  to  God  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  on  the  first  of  January  1824.  The  town 
has  now  a  fixed  and  permanent  center.  The  as- 
sembly in  favorable  weather,  varies  from  400  to 

600.    When  not  more  than  150  of  GUI'  pdpiila- 
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tion  attend  public  worship  in  other  places,  the 
subject  assumes  a  serious  and  affecting  aspect. 
If  our  population  be  1600,  more  than  one-half 
in  the  most  favorable  weather,  are  absent  from 
public  worship.  If  400  are  necessarily  at  home, 
and  750  in  the  congregation,  where  shall  we 
look  for  the  450  absentees  ?  Shall  not  such  a 
fact,  found  not  here,  more  than  through  New- 
England,  be  for  a  lamentation  ?  For  what  will 
be  the  end  of  those  who  neglect  the  great  salva- 
tion of  the  gospel  ?  Have  not  all  the  friends  of 
God  and  man,  of  the  Church  and  the  States, 
something  more  to  do  to  bring  these  thousands 
of  dying  immortals  pnder  the  instructions  of  the 
sanctuary  ? 

At  the  time  of  my  settlement  every  man  was 
legally  bound  to  contribute  his  portion  to  the 
support  of  the  preached  gospel,  and  on  the  per- 
fectly equitable  principle,  that  public  religious 
instruction  is  a  common  temporal  benefit  ;  as 
much  as  our  public  schools  and  civil  govern- 
ment, which  are  sustained  at  the  common  ex- 
pense. Almost  every  family  in  town  at  the  time 
of  my  settlement  belonged  to  my  parish.  But 
under  the  present  arrangement  any  individual 
may  excuse  himself  from  participating  in  the  ex- 
pense of  supporting  the  gospel,  except  profes- 
sors of  religion.  The  laws  of  Christ  and  their 
voluntary  engagements,  and  the  law  of  reason 
and  conscience,  all  take  precedence  of  the  law 
of  the  State  on  matters  of  this  kind. 

This  Church  was  embodied  and  organized, 
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the  2d  Church  in  Brookfield,  embracing  26  male 
members,  in  1752,  and  on  the  3d  of  June  fol- 
lowing received  by  ordination  Rev.  Eli  Forbes, 
as  their  first  Pastor  and  Teacher.    The  dissolu- 
tion of  this  relation  took  place  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1775,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  23  years. 
The   controversy  between   England   and  her 
American  Colonies  that  resulted  in  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  led  to  Mr.  Forbes'  dismission. 
The  whole  number  admitted  to  the  Church  dur- 
ing his  ministry  was  296.    In  October  30th, 
1776,  my  worthy  predecessor,  Rev.  Joseph  Ap- 
pleton,  was  ordained  Pastor  of  the  2d  Church 
in  Brookfield  ;  whose  youngest  and  only  surviv- 
ing son,  a  native  of  this  town,  is  a  welcome 
guest  on  this  occasion.    While  he  favors  us  with 
his  presence,  he  has  just  reared  an  appropriate 
monument  to  the  memory  of  his  revered  Father 
and   beloved  Brother,  Joseph  Appleton,  Jr., 
whose  remains  have  been  sleeping  in  yonder 
grounds  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Such 
tokens  of  respect  for  a  father's  dust,  which  we 
believe  will  rise  in  the  image  of  our  arisen  Sa- 
vior, is  M'orthy  of  commendation.    Whenever  a 
history  of  the  town  shall  be  written,  it  should 
embrace  a  biographical  sketch  of  Rev.  Messrs. 
Forbes  and  Appleton,  and  some  account  of  their 
respective  families.    The  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Appleton  continued  about  nineteen  years,  when 
he  surrendered  his  charge  together  with  his  im- 
mortal spirit,  to  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  on  the 
25th  of  July,  1795;  a  feyv  days  before  I  finishr 
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ed  my  collegiate  course  and  began  to  direct  my 
thoughts  to  some  pursuit  for  life.  Little  did  I 
think  that  God  in  his  providence  was  opening  a 
place  for  me  to  occupy  for  half  a  century,  in  a 
parish  of  which  I  had  never  heard. 

During  the  ministry  of  my  immediate  prede- 
cessor, 47  were  added  to  the  Church,  which  af- 
ter a  vacancy  of  about  three  years,  embraced  80 
members,  mostly  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  not 
one  youth  amongst  them.  The  larger  half  were 
soon  gathered  to  their  fathers.  Fourteen  years 
since,  the  last  male  member  lay  down  in  his  bed 
of  dust  at  the  age  of  90,*  and  his  youngest 
sister  is  now  the  only  surviving  female  of 
those,  whose  favor  and  confidence  I  have 
enjoyed  from  the  beginning.  She  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  Church  at  my  settle- 
ment, and  will  be  the  last  to  fall  by  the  archer 
whose  sh^ft  none  can  escape.  Since  1808  the 
Church  has  been  in  a  state  of  increase  until 
1840.  The  Lord  blessed  us  with  seasons  of  his 
reviving  power  from  1817  to  1837,  which  brought 
many  youth  into  the  fold  and  thereby  honored 
both  the  Cross  of  his  Son  and  the  power  of  his 
Spirit.  The  additions  to  the  Church,  during  my 
ministry,  amount  to  413  ;  and  during  the  same 
period  we  have  dismissed  to  other  Churches  104; 
and  of  the  413,  we  have  committed  90  to  the 
grave. 

Through  the  fifty  years  of  my  ministry  the 
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church  has  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  peace  and 
union  ;  for  we  have  had  in  our  body  no  Deme- 
trious,  and  hope  ever  to  be  preserved  from  such 
a  vexation  ;  and  of  course  we  have  nioved  very 
much  in  concert,  and  been  very  liarmonious  in 
our  views  and  measures  to  promote  the  great 
ends  of  Christian  institutions.  Nor  has  there 
ever  been  any  great  discrepancy  of  opinion  in 
ecclesiastical  concerns,  but  in  a  single  instance, 
and  that  for  a  short  time,  occasioned  by  a  pecu- 
liar combination  of  circumstances  which  blinded 
the  minds  of  many.  We  have  never  had  oc- 
casion to  call  for  the  assistance  of  sister  church- 
es in  council  to  settle  difficulties  or  give  advice. 
We  have  managed  our  own  concerns  as  a  little 
independent  republic,  without  trouble  to  our 
neighbors,  or  expense  and  vexation  to  ourselves. 
However  deficient  we  have  been  in  discipline, 
like  many  others  ;  yet  we  have  had  no  small 
number  of  cases  in  which  christian  satisfaction 
was  given  and  peace  restored. 

With  very  happy  unanimity  the  Church  adopt- 
ed their  present  covenant  and  articles  of  faith, 
which  are  essentially  the  same  with  those  adopt- 
ed in  all  the  Congregational  Churches  in  this 
region,  and  which  are  so  perfectly  consonant  with 
scripture,  and  so  much  in  scripture  language,  that 
for  any  to  object  to  them,  they  must  object  to  the 
plainest  declarations  of  God's  written  word. 

In  an  informal  manner,  I  commenced  the  Sab- 
bath School,  about  thirty  years  since,  which  I 
soon  resigned  to  better  hands,  when  under  the 
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care  and  labors  of  the  two  senior  deacons  of  the 
church,  the  enterprise  went  forward,  until  the 
church  placed  it  under  a  superintendent  aided 
by  several  assistants,  annually  chosen.  For  12 
years  past,  a  monthly  season  of  prayer  has  been 
held  for  its  prosperity.  Though  it  does  not  em- 
brace all  we  could  desire,  yet  the  number  of-its 
members  has  risen  from  300  to  351) ;  and  for  ten 
years  I  have  instructed  a  Bible  Class  of  gentle- 
men in  the  intermission.  May  the  school  never 
cease  to  enjoy,  as  it  has  done,  the  labors  of  our 
most  respectable  people,  nor  to  embrace  our 
most  promising  sons  and  daughters,  who  are  to 
become  the  bone,  and  sinew,  and  ornament  of 
society,  and  who  will  give  character  to  the  age 
in  which  they  live  and  act.  In  this  connection 
I  may  say,  that  fifty  years  have  produced  great 
changes  in  the  labors  of  a  pastor  and  the  expec- 
tations of  his  people.  It  is  wholly  unnecessary 
for  me  to  particularize,  for  persons  of  observa- 
tion and  thought,  to  perceive  that  the  demands 
made  upon  a  pastor's  time  and  energies  are  twice 
as  great  as  when  I  was  first  located. 

For  twelve  years  after  I  was  settled,  ardent 
spirit  was  furnished  as  an  essential  part  of  cus- 
tomary civility,  or  a  necessary  stimulant  on  all 
funeral  occasions.  This  practice  in  connection 
with  the  prevalence  of  intemperance,  induced 
me  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  1812  to  deliver  a  ser- 
mon setting  forth  the  extent,  expenses  and  ruin- 
ous effects  of  rum-drinking,  and  the  imperious 
duty  of  all  to  attempt  a  reformation.    The  peo- 
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pie  were  moved  as  the  trees  of  the  wood,  by  a 
mighty  wind.  The  influence  however  was  salu- 
tary and  the  cause  of  temperance  slowly  ad- 
vanced, till  550  pledged  themselves  to  abstain 
from  distilled  spirits,  foreign  wine  and  strong 
beer  ;  while  300  or  more  are  pledged  to  abstain 
from  the  manufacture,  trafic  and  use  of  all  that 
can  intoxicate.  In  1833  the  Church  in  this  place 
passed  a  vote  that  no  one  hereafter  should  be  re- 
ceived, but  upon  the  principle  of  entire  abstinence 
from  the  use,  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent 
spirit  as  a  drink.  For  several  years  past,  there 
has  been  no  place  in  this  town  where  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  are  sold,  and  but  few  who  are  willing 
to  be  known  either  as  rum-drinkers  or  rum-sell- 
ers ;  for  either  would  now  be  a  foul  spot  upon 
the  reputation  of  any  man.  Still  much  remains 
to  be  done  to  secure  what  has  been  gained,  and 
to  prevent  the  rising  generation  from  falling  into 
the  snare.  Let  no  one  make  any  pretensions  to 
humanity  or  patriotism,  who  has  a  voluntary 
agency  in  the  wicked  business  of  initiating 
the  young  into  the  mysteries  of  intemper- 
ance. 

For  several  years  past  the  Church  has  been 
gradually  diminishing  by  death,  and  removals 
from  the  place.  Other  subjects  of  enquiry  have 
engrossed  many  minds,  and  have  been  treated  as 
of  greater  personal  concern,  than  that  which  so 
affected  the  hearts  of  thousands,  under  the 
preaching  of  Peter  at  Jerusalem.  It  would  fur- 
nish the  greatest  occasion  for  gratitude  to  wit- 
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ness  the  return  of  God's  spirit  in  his  peculiar 
work  of  grace,  speaking  to  the  hearts  of  fathers 
and  children,  in  the  still  small  voice,  which 
shows  itself  in  a  humble  and  subdued  spirit  that 
prays,  *'My  Father,  my  Father,  I  have  sinned/' 

"  Return,  O  peaceful  Dove  return, 
Sweet  messenger  of  grace." 

Through  these  years  of  decrease  in  the  church, 
there  has  appeared  to  be  a  moral  degeneracy, 
to  be  ascribed  to  a  combination  of  various  ad- 
verse influences  which  time  will  not  allow  me  to 
mention.  This  is  one  of  the  events  which  has 
marked  the  last  ten  years  of  my  ministry,  and 
which  is  a  source  of  grief  Another  of  a  differ- 
ent character  is  the  closing  up  of  the  last  estab- 
lishment in  town  for  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  and 
intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage ;  which  was 
done  by  the  united  action  and  inffuence  of  the 
respectable  citizens  of  the  place,  to  the  great 
moral  improvement  of  a  growing  village  on  our 
borders.  One  more  event  worthy  of  particular 
notice,  is  the  new-modelling  of  our  house  of 
worship,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  seats.  The  sum  bidden  in  advance  of 
the  appraisal  of  slips  which  covered  all  the  ex- 
pense of  the  work,  amounted  to  2,600  dollars. 
This  was  expended  in  rendering^the  house  and 
grounds  around  it,  to  be  what  you  see  them. 
Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  existed  respect- 
ing the  measure,  it  is  believed^that  all  are  well 
satisfied  with  the  result,  unless  it  be,  that  there 
is  still  a  deficiency  of  slips. 
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We  have  been  so  happy  as  never  to  have  had 
any  collision  with  other  religious  denominations 
with  the  exception  of  a  lawsuit  with  a  Univer- 
salist  preacher  who,  some  forty  years  since  sued 
the  parish  for  a  part  of  my  salary,  but  failed  in 
the  action.  As  a  religious  society  we  have  en- 
deavored to  maintain  peace  and  kind  feeling— 
to  diminish  sectarian  prejudices  and  a  proselyt- 
ing spirit,  by  assisting  other  evangelical  denom- 
inations, which  have  found  it  difficult  to  support 
the  gospel.  This  course  seems  more  congenial 
to  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  far  more  pleasant 
than  to  attempt  inroads  and  reprisals  upon  each 
other.  If  any  will  cherish  a  hostile  spirit  to- 
ward us,  we  desire  to  subdue  this  spirit  by  heap- 
ing upon  them  coals  of  fire.  If  after  all,  any 
think  it  their  duty  to  exclude  us  from  their  com- 
munion, as  though  washing  the  face  only,  would 
not  make  us  every  whit  clean,  according  as  we 
understand  our  Lord's  instructions,  yet  we  will 
love,  receive,  and  assist  them,  as  the  friends  of 
Christ.  We  will  help  all  those  who  study  to  do 
good,  though  in  a  way  somewhat  different  from 
our  own.  I  have  studiously  avoided  all  interfer- 
ence with  the  concerns  of  other  denominations, 
and  all  encroachments  upon  the  province  of 
their  ministers,  how  muchsoever  they  may  have 
been  disposed  to  lighten  my  burden  by  doing 
my  work. 

Such  has  been  the  prosperity  of  this  religious 
society,  and  such  the  smiles  of  God  upon  a  peo- 
ple who  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  Sabbath  and 
honor  him  in  the  symbols  of  his  presence,  that 
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their  ability  to  support  the  public  institutions  of 
religion  has  increased  more  than  two-fold  with- 
in twenty-five  years.  And  where  must  we  look 
to  find  poverty-stricken  families,  except  in 
places  where  Sabbath-desecration,  intemperance 
and  neglect  of  public  worship,  and  withholding 
the  tithes  and  refusing  the  bread  of  life  to  the 
destitute,  have  been  the  order  of  the  day  ?  The 
Christian  Sabbath,  connected  with  the  public 
worship  of  God,  the  cheerful  support  of  the 
gospel,  liberal  contributions  for  its  extension, 
and  the  practice  of  christian  sobriety,  all  the 
world  over,  contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  gen- 
eral thrift  of  society. 

This  people  have  abroad  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing liberal  in  their  humane  and  religious  chari- 
ties ;  and  though  they  are  not  so  perfectly  har- 
monious in  their  objects  of  patronage  as  once 
they  were,  and  for  their  own  enjoyment  and 
greater  efficiency,  hope  they  will  be  again.  Still 
their  contributions  for  humane  and  benevolent 
purposes  continue  respectable.  There  would 
be  far  more  advance  in  christian  liberality  had 
not  so  much  been  done  to  sustain  exhibitions  and 
lectures  of  every  name  and  grade  from  the  in- 
structive to  the  perfectly  worthless  and  corrupt- 
ing. Those  who  are  generally  the  actors  in 
these  scenes  are  such  as  are  willing  to  make 
gain  at  the  expense  of  those  whom  they  injure, 
rather  than  profit.  They  gather  up  and  carry 
away  hundreds  every  year,  and  give  us  in  ex- 
change what  is  lighter  than  vanity,  and  in  some 
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instances  worse  than  the  plague.    This  turns  off 
from  right  channels  many  little  streams  which 
ought  to  flow  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord,  for 
making  the  world  better  and  happier.    I  think 
it  would  be  to  our  honor,  and  to  the  moral  and 
mental  improvement  of  the  people;  especially  of 
the  young,  to  withhold  our  contributions  and  en- 
couragements from  those  who  palm  off  upon  us 
their  worthless  wares  and  unprofitable  perform- 
ances, as  wonderful  productions.    I  cast  no  re- 
proach upon  literary,  scientific,  and  benevolent 
men  of  common  sense  and  ordinary  pretensions, 
when  I  say,  that  irresponsible  men  whose  object 
is  gain  in  their  lectures,  are  a  sort  of  vermin  in 
which  the  present  time  is  wonderfully  prolific, 
and  will  continue  to  be  a  vexation  and  scourge 
to  the  community  until  we  firmly  withhold  our 
patronage.    Even  some  of  our  high  pretenders 
in  respect  to  temperance  and  phrenology  and  a 
mixture  of  many  other  ingredients,  appear  to  be 
sowing  the  seeds  of  infidelity  and  irreligion,  for 
which  we  reward  them  with  what  they  seek — 
our  money.    All  that  our  children  learn  from 
this  sort  of  being  with  which  we  are  so  much  in- 
fested, is  of  less  value  to  them  than  learning  to 
read  correctly  a  single  sentence,  or  spell  a  single 
word.    Were  they  to  be  cast  off  in  the  mass, 
and  something  substituted  that  will  instruct  the 
mind,  reform  the  manners  and  refine  the  feelings, 
it  would  be  a  happy  event  for  our  youth,  and  no 
loss  to  any  class  in  society. 

The  enquiry  has  sometimes  been  made,  how 
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under  God  could  you  continue  the  sole  pastor  of 
the  church  for  fifty  years,  in  a  day  so  filled  up 
with  changes  ?  The  sequel  of  this  discourse, 
amongst  other  things,  may  be  a  partial  answer 
to  this  enquiry.  Here  I  would  observe,  that 
such  an  event  may  be  more  owing  to  the  peace- 
ableness  and  good  feelings  of  the  people,  than 
to  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  pastor.  A 
variety  of  circumstances  may  unite  to  produce 
so  much  permanency  in  any  particular  case.* 

I  have  endeavored  in  all  instances  to  gratify 
the  wishes  of  my  people  when  I  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  duty  ;  and  in  more  than  one  instance, 
where  I  conceived  the  measure  unwise.  But 
since  I  did  not  suppose  that  wisdom  would  die 
with  me  ;  but  rather  with  them,  I  yielded.  For 
the  sake  of  peace,  I  rarely,  if  ever,  failed  of 
making  appointments  which  I  was  requested  to 
make  ;  though  making  such  a  request  seemed  a 
departure  from  the  christian  rule,  "  Whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye 
even  so  unto  them.*'  I  have  enquired  with  my- 
self, what  must  be  the  feelings  of  a  person  of 
thought  in  requesting  a  christian  minister  to  ap- 
point a  meeting  whose  object  is  to  put  down  the 
christian  Sabbath — public  religious  worship — 
the  church  and  christian  ministry  ? 

I  am  not  conscious  of  having  adopted  any 


*  In  stating  certain  facts  in  the  sequel  of  my  discourse  I  have  no  design 
to  incur  censure  on  the  one  hand,  nor  secure  commendation  on  the  other, 
but  to  show  the  goodness  of  God,  and  possibly  furnish  a  few  profitable  hints 
^0  some  of  my  younger  brethren  in  the  ministry. 
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measure,  or  pursued  any  course  that  I  believed 
would  be  injurious,  or  that  vvas  not  designed  to 
advance  the  best  good  of  my  people.  I  may 
have  often  misjudged  and  spoken  and  acted  un- 
advisedly ;  still  on  a  review^,  I  teel  well  satisfied 
with  the  general  plan  of  operation  I  have  pur- 
sued, and  the  doctrines  and  duties  I  have  incul- 
cated from  the  beginning.  On  reflection,  I  feel 
the  best  satisfied  with  my  preaching,  when  I 
have  presented  plainly  the  solemn,  and,  to  the 
carnal  heart,  the  offensive  truths  in  which  some 
profess  to  have  no  faith.  I  have  designed  to 
preach  Christ  crucified,  though  a  stumbling- 
block  to  some  and  foolishness  to  others — yet  to 
the  called,  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom 
of  God  to  their  salvation.  Though  I  dare  not 
appeal  to  my  people  as  Paul  did  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians,  "  Ye  know  how  holily  and  unblameably, 
I  have  behaved  myself  among  you  that  believ- 
ed yet  I  can  say  with  Samuel,  "  Behold, 
here  T  am  :  witness  against  me  before  the  Lord  ; 
whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defraud- 
ed 7  or  whom  have  I  oppressed  ?  or  of  whose 
hands  have  I  received  any  bribe  to  blind  my 
eyes  therewith  ?  and  I  will  restore  it  you.'' 
With  all  my  faults,  you  will  not  charge  me  with 
that  of  making  myself  rich  at  your  expense. 
Though  I  have  loved  the  world  too  well,  I  have 
not  accumulated  so  much  of  it  as  to  be  very 
burdensome,  or  vexatious,  or  to  excite  the  envy 
of  any  of  my  fellow-citizens.  The  prayer  of 
Agur  has  been  answered  to  me,  through  the 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL  SERMON. 


kindness  of  friends  ;  "  give  me  neither  poverty 
nor  riches  :  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for 
me/' 

Three  Sabhaths  after  I  was  Hcensed  to  preach 
by  Tolland  Association,  Connecticut,  October, 
1797,  I  began  my  services  as  a  candidate  in  this 
place,  and  about  the  first  of  April,  1798,  receiv- 
ed a  request  to  take  charge  of  this  church  and 
people  as  a  christian  pastor  and  teacher.  I  was 
with  their  fathers  in  weakness,  and  fear,  and  in 
much  trembling,  young  and  inexperienced  as  I 
was.  But  they  looked  on  me  with  favor,  and 
the  church  from  the  beginning  has  upheld  my 
hands  with  a  great  degree  of  unanimity,  and 
have  concurred  in  all  attempts  at  reformation 
and  to  sustain  the  order  of  God's  house.  I 
would  thank  this  church  and  society  for  all  their 
confidence  and  kindness,  and  that  their  respect, 
and  affection  and  counsel,  have  contributed  so 
much  to  my  peace,  and  smoothed  my  passage 
down  the  declivity  of  life.  If  on  the  other  hand, 
any  have  counselled  to  counteract  my  public  in- 
structions and  embarrass  my  course,  all  I  desire 
is,  that  they  may  love  and  abide  in  the  truth,  and 
be  free  indeed.  There  is  no  individual  amongst 
the  people  of  my  charge,  but  whose  best  inter- 
ests I  should  rejoice  to  promote  ;  and  whom  1 
can  meet  with  feelings  of  friendship. 

Half  my  strength  and  labor  in  my  public  in- 
structions, has  probably  been  spent  in  exposing 
and  confuting  error,  which  in  various  forms  and 
at  different  times  and  by  divers  means,  have  been 
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creeping  in  amongst  us,  and  which  more  or  less 
of  my  hearers  were  in  serious  danger  of  embrac- 
ing. While  I  accord  to  all,  the  privilege  of  free 
enquiry  and  thinking  for  themselves,  a  spiritual 
watchman  need  to  make  constant  efforts  that  his 
people  be  not  turned  about  by  every  wind  of 
doctrine,  and  be  able  to  distinguish  between 
truth  and  error,  and  be  persuaded  to  choose  tiie 
good  and  refuse  the  evil.  No  truth  can  be  clear- 
er, than  that  the  scriptures  are  given  us  to  be  a 
rule  of  faith  as  much  as  to  be  a  rule  of  practice  ; 
and  that  it  is  as  important  to  believe  God's 
truth,  as  to  obey  God's  law.  The  hopes  of  men 
for  the  future,  whether  true  or  false,  will  rest 
upon  the  foundation  formed  by  their  faith. 

The  feelings  of  a  majority  of  the  gentlemen 
who  from  the  first  have  been  members  of  this 
society,  have  probably  been  disturbed  by  what 
I  have  said  and  done,  or  by  my  not  saying  and 
doing,  what  they  desired.  My  course  in  such 
cases  has  been  to  show  them  by  kindness  and  re- 
spectful attentions,  that  I  had  been  influenced 
by  no  want  of  respect  and  friendship  for  them. 
But  few  persons  are  so  difficult  to  be  entreated 
as  not  to  be  won  by  uniform  kindness — but  few 
hearts  so  hard,  but  what  continued  strokes  of 
love  will  mellow,  or  win  them  over  to  be  our 
best  friends  :  when  by  a  distant  and  surly  car- 
riage, slight  disaffection  may  be  converted  into 
fixed  opposition  and  hostility. 

I  have  endeavored  to  be  constantly  growing 
up  with  the  rising  generation  and  cultivate  an 
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acquaintance  with  the  young  as  they  rise  to 
manhood.  This  in  some  measure  has  prevented 
the  impression  being  made  on  their  minds,  that 
I  was  not  their  minister,  but  the  minister  of  their 
Fathers.  Without  this  course,  I  should  have 
been  long  since  almost  a  stranger  amongst  my 
people,  excepting  the  very  oldest  class,  just  quit- 
ting the  stage.  By  a  respectful,  and  yet  famil- 
iar intercourse  with  the  young,  growing  up 
around  him,  a  minister  will  seem  to  be  one  of 
their  number,  though  full  of  years.  But  for  this, 
the  concurrent  influence  of  parents  is  indispensi- 
ble.  With  respect  to  my  own  people,  I  can 
bear  testimony  to  their  general  concurrence  with 
my  own  efforts  to  secure  and  maintain  a  hold  on 
the  hearts  and  respect  of  their  children.  A  min- 
ister cannot  calculate  to  accomplish  much  good 
for  the  young,  if  he  has  so  lost  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  parents,  that  they  freely  speak  of 
him  in  terms  of  censure  and  reproach  before 
their  households. 

It  has  been  my  study  to  fulfill  all  my  promises 
respecting  my  little  money  and  business  con- 
cerns, and  to  answer  all  the  expectations  I  had 
in  any  way  raised  in  the  minds  of  others — also 
never  to  fail  of  fulfilling  appointments  and  of  be- 
ing punctual,  that  the  people  may  know  on  what 
to  depend,  and  not  be  habitually  an  hour  after 
the  time.  It  is  as  easy  to  be  punctual,  as  forty 
minutes  too  late.  For  ministers  under  ordinary 
circumstances  there  ought  to  be  no  time  of 
grace.      The  sick  and  afflicted  amongst  the 
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poorer  class  of  my  people  have  been  visited  and 
their  calls  as  readily  obeyed  as  those  of  any 
others. 

It  is  difficult  to  gather  into  one  cluster  all  the 
circumstances  which  indicate  the  many  impor- 
tant changes  that  have  passed  over  us  in  the 
course  of  half  a  century  ;  still  something  may 
be  said  on  this  matter.  Of  all  the  farms  and 
tenements  in  town,  there  remain  but  about  thir- 
ty that  have  not  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
owners  in  the  course  of  fifty  years,  and  also  out 
of  the  hands  of  their  posterity  and  all  connec- 
tions. The  territory  on  which  lived  eight  fami- 
lies in  as  many  dwelling  houses,  four  of  which 
have  been  demolished  ;  there  now  are  sixty-five 
dwellings  and  one  hundred  famihes.  That  sec- 
tion of  the  center  school  district  which  then  fur- 
nished from  twelve  to  eighteen  scholars  of  all 
ages,  now  furnishes  130,  sufficient  to  constitute 
three  large  schools,  about  one  half  of  them  un- 
der eight  years. 

At  the  time  of  my  settlement  one  small  News- 
paper was  published  in  the  county,  and  forty  to 
fifty  copies  perhaps,  came  into  town  by  post,  or 
were  sent  for  weekly,  to  a  post-office  four  miles 
distant.  This  for  a  number  of  years  was  the 
only  periodical  of  any  description  taken  by  the 
people,  and  the  only  channel  of  general  intelli- 
gence ;  and  with  the  exception  of  a  small  social 
library,  furnished  the  only  weekly  reading  mat- 
ter for  intellectual  recreation  ^nd  improvement, 
unless  we  further  except  thq  w^U-known  annual^ 
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of  Robert  B.  Thomas'  Almanac.  The  mail 
now  arrives  every  day  excepting  the  Sabbath, 
bringing  each  week  342  newspapers,  weekhes 
and  dailies,  under  fifty  different  titles — together 
with  Miy-^je  other  periodicals  issued  monthly  ; 
making  more  than  1400  periodicals  every  month. 
These  are  exclusive  of  some  that  arrive  by  post. 
News  in  reaching  us  from  across  the  Atlantic 
was  from  twenty-one  to  forty  days,  which  now 
generally  reaches  us  in  two  weeks.  We  are 
not  however  to  conclude,  that  such  a  multiplici- 
ty of  periodicals  is  any  accurate  index  of  mental 
nurture  and  improvement,  though  they  embrace 
pros  and  antis  of  every  sort.  The  flood  is  too 
great  for  intellectual  vegetation,  while,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  regret,  some  of  its  ingredients  prove  rather 
sickening  than  salutary — and  the  mass  rather 
produces  a  surfeit,  than  yields  a  wholesome  ali- 
ment. 

Few  only  remain  in  the  land  of  the  living  who 
had  any  agency  whatever  in  my  settlement,  and 
three  only  who  were  legal  voters.  One  man 
and  wife  only  are  now  living  who  were  in  a  mar- 
ried state  at  the  time  of  my  location.  With  the 
exception  of  this  couple,  there  remain  but  two 
men  and  six  females  in  town,  who  were  heads  of 
families  at  that  time.  The  rest  have  passed 
away  as  a  shadow,  and  left  their  habitations  for 
the  narrow  house  of  the  grave  ;  all  those  that 
remain  are  trembling  on  the  verge  of  eternity. 

The  number  removed  by  death  during  my 
ministry  is  925,  and  about  the  same  number  of 
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funeral  occasions  have  I  attended  in  the  town 
and  vicinity.  About  two-fifths  of  all  who  are 
enrolled  in  our  bill  of  mortality  were  under  ten 
years  of  age,  and  no  individual  here  reached  the 
age  of  one  hundred.  But  three  who  had  arrived 
to  manhood  when  I  settled,  are  now  able  to  at- 
tend public  worship,  and  but  four  men  ever  ap- 
pear in  our  assembly  older  than  myself 

Since  June,  1798,  the  christian  ordinance  of 
baptism  has  been  administered  to  6 1 8,  most  of 
them  the  children  of  believing  parents.  For 
some  years  past  the  church  have  thought  it  most 
congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  to  receive 
persons  who  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  piety, 
though  they  have  not  yet  seen  it  their  duty  to  set 
apart  their  children  for  God  in  the  ordinance  of 
baptism.  This  course  was  adopted,  not  because 
we  have  any  doubt  of  the  divine  authority  of  in- 
fant baptism,  or  that  the  church  to  which  Abra- 
ham belonged  is  the  same  church  in  continuance 
to  which  Paul  belonged,  after  his  conversion — 
not  because  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  did  not  re- 
cognize this  duty  and  encourage  believing  pa- 
rents to  bring  their  children  to  him — not  because 
the  apostles  did  not  administer  this  ordinance  to 
children  and  households  on  the  faith  of  their  pa- 
rents— nor  yet  that  it  is  thought  an  unmeaning 
or  useless  ordinance,  or  no  important  privilege 
to  the  children  of  consistent  believers  ;  but  be- 
cause some  pious  persons  do  not  think  infant 
baptism  a  divine  institution.  Without  adopting 
the  course  we  have,  we  should  practice  too  much 
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upon  the  narrow  principle  of  close  communion, 
which  certainly  is  too  exclusive,  even  in  Robert 
Hairs  opinion,  for  this  imperfect  state,  in  which 
all  good  men — the  very  best  men  cannot  in 
every  thing,  see  eye  to  eye. 

I  have  solemnized 364  marriages;  and  amongst 
others  that  of  a  young  man,  at  the  marriage  of 
whose  great-grand-father  I  officiated.  The 
church  and  pastor  have  been  applied  to  for 
counsel,  by  other  individuals,  or  churches,  in  136 
instances  ;  and  I  have  attended  129  out  of  the 
136. 

The  amount  of  our  contributions  for  benevo- 
lent purposes  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  mostly 
forthe  spread  of  the  gospel  in  our  own  country  and 
in  heathen  lands,  is  between  nine  and  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  and  which  is  still  but  about  one- 
fifth  part  of  the  sum  once  expended  in  the  place 
during  the  same  term  for  intoxicating  liquor-^ 
what  an  exhausting  drain  of  our  earnings  and 
our  happiness  at  that  day  !  No  wonder  that  our 
dwellings  were  rotting  down  ;  and  without  were 
fightings  and  within  were  fears.  Happy  the 
change  !  Instead  of  sending  forth  this  broad 
stream  of  misery  and  ruin,  we  are  sending 
abroad  the  waters  of  life  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations.  Let  this  stream  flow  deep  and  wide, 
and  as  long  as  any  are  famishing  for  the  waters 
of  life. 

Within  the  present  limits  of  Brookfield  Asso- 
ciation, which  embraces  seventeen  churches,  ex- 
clusive of  eight  others  which  once  belonged  to 
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US,  there  have  been  settled  during  my  ministry, 
and  most  of  them  by  my  assistance,  sixty  pas- 
tors, in  some  of  the  churches  five  and  six.  For- 
ty-seven of  the  sixty  have  been  dismissed  ;  and 
but  one  of  the  sixty  died  in  office.  Four  only  were 
released  from  their  charge  on  account  of  ill  health 
—two  of  whom  have  since  deceased.  This  as- 
sociation during  50  years  have  had  1 75  meet- 
ings ;  167  of  175  I  have  attended.  And  what 
is  noticeable,  no  appointment  of  a  wedding  or  a 
funeral,  with  one  exception,  has  interfered  with 
my  attendance  of  the  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion. Nor  have  I  failed  of  fulfilling  every  ap- 
pointment assigned  me  ;  or  left  the  meeting,  but 
in  one  case,  till  the  whole  business  was  finished. 
In  fifty  years  are  2,610  Sabbaths.  Such  have 
been  the  health  and  strength  God  has  given  me, 
that  I  have  been  able  to  preach  2,596 — 15  only, 
or  less  than  one  in  three  years,  have  I  been 
wholly  unable  to  perform  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary. 

I  am  thought  by  some,  if  not  by  most,  to  be 
very  much  behind  the  times  ;  and  doubtless  I  am 
in  some  respects.  Young  men,  who  have  quick 
and  vivid  conceptions,  will  more  readily  compre- 
hend new  principles,  be  charmed  with  new  dis- 
coveries, and  fall  in  with  new  things,  and  grow 
faster,  and  bigger,  than  those  who  are  full  of 
years.  Certainly  I  have  not  kept  up  with  the 
cantering  part  of  the  community.  I  have  not 
yet  seen  how,  with  all  the  preventives  of  disease 
and  simple  remedies  for  sickness,  we  could  dis- 
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pense  with  skillful  and  judicious  physicians— 
with  discipline,  good  government  and  good  order 
in  the  family,  the  school,  and  the  state — nor  how 
to  do  without  the  Sabbath,  and  public  worship, 
and  colleges,  and  gospel  ministers.  Doing  away 
all  these  ancient  things  in  imagination,  makes 
the  prospect  appear  rather  dark  to  those  whose 
vision  has  been  assisted  by  such  light  from  early 
life.  But  the  point  in  which  I  suppose  some 
wise  lecturers  who  have  occasionally  visited  us 
from  abroad,  think  us  very  much  behind  the 
times  is  the  matter  of  religious  faith  and  public 
instruction.  I  inculcate  the  very  same  doctrines 
and  precepts  I  did  the  very  first  year,  and  month, 
and  even  day,  I  ever  addressed  a  christian  as- 
sembly in  North  Brookfield ;  and  the  same  which 
Paul  did  1800  years  ago.  I  know  not  that  I 
have  renounced,  or  thrown  into  the  back  ground, 
a  single  christian  doctrine  or  moral  precept,  I 
then  believed  and  taught  from  the  desk. 

Some  may  wonder  why,  amidst  all  the  im- 
provements and  discoveries,  and  progress  in  the 
arts  and  sciences — in  navigating  the  ocean,  trav- 
eling the  country  and  communicating  intelli- 
gence, I  should  not  in  fifty  years'  study  of  theol- 
ogy, have  hammered  out  some  new  ism,  have 
discovered  some  new  truth,  or  some  new  pre- 
cept, or  new  way  and  power  by  which  to  convert 
and  save  men.  But  three  considerations  show 
us  why  religious  truth  and  moral  law  will  remain 
the  same  in  every  age.  1st.  God,  the  lawgiver, 
is  without  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning. 
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2d.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  Savior  is,  by  the 
Apostle,  declared  to  be  the  same,  yesterday,  to- 
day, and  forever.  3d.  Man  remains  the  same 
apostate,  rational,  accountable  creature,  as  when 
God  said  of  him,  *'his  heart  is  evil  from  his 
youth  up.''  Now  all  the  prominent  and  essen- 
tial truths  of  the  Bible  respect  these  three  ob- 
jects, which  remain  the  same ;  and  the  moral 
precepts  which  constitute  the  law  of  God,  and 
which  result  from  the  relations  of  these  objects, 
can  never  change.  When  God  changes,  and 
Christ,  and  when  man  is  born  a  holy,  or  an  irra- 
tional creature,  then  divine  truth  will  chanfre 
and  so  will  moral  law  ;  and  public  religious  in- 
struction must  become  another  thing,  than  what 
it  was  fifty  years  since,  and  another  from  what  it 
now  ought  to  be.  Until  all  these  great  objects 
undergo  an  essential  change ;  and  God,  and 
Christ,  and  man,  become  other  sort  of  beings, 
vye  shall  have  no  new  religious  truth  or  moral 
law,  than  what  the  christian  church  have  long 
known.  And  until  such  a  revolution  be  effected 
in  the  intellectual  and  moral  universe,  as  never 
has  been,  and  never  can  be,  we  must  be  content 
with  the  perfectly  intelligible  revelation  God 
has  made  of  himself  in  the  Scriptures. 

The  number  of  discourses  I  have  written  and 
delivered,  I  am  now  unable  to  determine.  I 
have  written  several,  in  repeated  instances,  from 
the  same  text  of  scripture  without  knowing  it 
for  years  afterwards.  Some  sermons  I  have  re- 
written—  others  I  have  delivered  more  than  once 
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as  they  were  first  prepared,  and  in  some  cases 
not  an  individual  was  in  the  assembly,  who  had 
ever  heard  them  before  :  since  they  were  Httle 
children,  or  unborn,  when  first  delivered,  I  have 
preached  on  fifty-one  thanksgiving  occasions  in 
this  town,  and  written  for  the  purpose  forty-eight 
diflferent  sermons.  And  here  is  a  gentleman 
present,  who  in  respect  to  attending  public  wor- 
ship, has  set  before  others  a  worthy  example, 
that  has  heard  fifty  of  these  discourses.  May 
he  and  his  be  gathered  where  praise  and  thanks- 
giving shall  be  rendered  unto  Him  who  sitteth 
upon  the  throne  and  to  the  Lamb  forever. 

There  are  times  of  feverish  excitement  and 
controversy  in  almost  every  place.  Some  are 
curious,  at  such  times,  to  ascertain  what  the  min- 
ister thinks,  and  which  side  of  the  controverted 
subject  he  espouses,  and  whom  he  thinks  to 
blame.  Active  and  warm  men,  at  such  seasons 
are  apt  to  think  the  minister  is  pointed  in  his 
sermons.  "  He  aimed  at  me,  without  doubt — 
he  wrote  that  discourse  with  a  design  to  do  me 
injury.'*  And  all  understand  that  it  is .  some- 
what difficult  not  to  imbibe  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
troversy. To  avoid  all  manifestation  of  such  a 
spirit  in  public  discourses,  I  have  frequently  for 
prudential  reasons,  delivered  those  which  were 
written  many  years  before.  This  measure  has 
brought  out  some  curious  facts.  Individuals 
have  told  others  that  my  discourses  were  point- 
ed ;  they  have  in  some  instances  given  me  to 
understand  that  I  had  been  aiming  at  them  ; 
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when  the  truth  was,  the  sermons  were  written  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  years  before  I  ever  heard  that 
there  were  such  behigs  in  existence.  Such  an 
instance  I  understand  occurred  last  winter. 
The  sermon  was  founded  upon  Ehjah's  prayer 
that  there  might  be  no  rain  in  Israel  for  three 
years  and  six  months.  The  sermon  was  written 
twenty-five  years  b'efore,  and  delivered  almost 
verbatim,  and  no  objection  was  then  made  to  the 
sentiment,  and  no  one  complained  of  any  person- 
al design.  The  pointedness  of  the  sermon  was 
given  it  by  existing  circumstances,  and  not  by 
the  author.  Such  cases  furnish  a  caution  to 
people  not  to  complain  of  pointed  sermons,  es- 
pecially when  they  sit  under  the  instructions  of 
an  aged  minister. 

I  rejoice  to  behold  the  faces  of  so  many  from 
abroad,  returning  on  this  occasion  to  the  place  of 
their  former  residence,  or  of  their  nativity  ;  and 
whom  I  have  so  often  addressed  on  their  most 
important  concerns,  and  whose  friendship  and 
respect  I  have  enjoyed.  May  the  blessing  of 
the  God  of  Abraham  rest  upon  them  and  upon 
theirs,  in  whatever  part  of  the  land  they  have 
taken  up  their  abode — may  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord  our  God  be  upon  them  and  the  work  of 
their  hands  be  established. 

You  will  not  wonder,  if  myself  and  family, 
have  become  much  attached  to  this  place.  Here 
T  have  spent  about  five-sevenths  of  my  life. 
Hither  I  brought  the  earthly  object  of  my  affec- 
tions, who  from  the  first,  as  well  she  might,  has 
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enjoyed  the  affections  and  respect  of  the  people, 
and  with  whom  I  have  hved  nearly  forty-eight 
years,  passing  through  various  scenes  in  love 
and  peace.  This  is  the  birth  place  of  all  my 
children,  ten  in  number  ;  two  sons  removed  in 
infancy,  and  one  daughter  in  womanhood,  who 
left  the  world  under  circumstances  which  afford- 
ed us  much  consolation.  All  the  rest  with  their 
surviving  children  are  present,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  with  her  family,  whose  distance  de- 
nies us  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  here  to- 
day. This  place  of  my  children's  nativity  and 
early  training,  and  tender  associations,  is  that 
above  all  others,  around  which  their  thoughts 
and  reminiscences  often  cluster.  All  the  chang- 
es passing  over  the  place  of  their  birth  do  not  so 
destroy  their  attachment,  but  that  they  mingle 
their  joys  and  tears  with  yours,  as  though  you 
were  the  same  people — the  same  congregation  that 
you  were  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  years  since, 
when  more  or  less  of  them  were  a  constituent 
part  of  it.  But  these  ties  will  all  be  loosened  ; 
and  the  interest  now  felt  and  the  attachments 
now  existing  will  soon  lose  their  strength,  when 
the  Pastor's  house,  as  soon  it  will,  shall  have 
emptied  its  inmates  into  the  grave.  Soon  that 
dwelling,  as  was  the  dwelling  of  my  predecessor 
when  I  came  here,  will  be  pointed  out  as  the 
residence  of  the  late  pastor  of  this  church, 
and  in  a  short  time,  as  it  was  then,  a  generation 
will  arise  who  knew  not  Joseph,*  and  almost  all 
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remembrance  of  your  minister  will  cease  till  the 
judgment  day. 

My  life  is  almost  spent,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
youth  I  am  a  very  aged  man,  like  a  traveller  al- 
most at  the  end  of  his  journey  ;  or  like  a  worn 
out  garment  just  ready  to  be  thrown  aside.  As 
before  stated,  great  changes  have  taken  place 
since  I  have  been  standing  on  these  walls  of 
Zion — old  things  have  passed  away,  and  in  many 
respects  all  things  have  become  new.  If  this 
were  true  in  the  sense  of  the  Prophet  and  the 
Apostle — true  in  the  highest  and  best  sense, 
what  a  joyful  and  memorable  meeting  would  this 
be!  Our  fathers  are  all  gone — a  new  genera- 
tion are  fast  going,  and  a  third  are  rising  upon 
the  stage.  All  the  members  of  this  church,  but 
a  solitary  individual,  Mrs.  Lydia  Cary,  are 
gone.  Where  is  the  congregation  which  I  first 
addressed  in  the  house  of  God  ?  Sleeping  in 
their  beds  of  dust.  One  venerable  Father*  in 
the  ministry,  who  was  a  member  of  the  council 
that  set  me  over  this  people,  has  been  preserved 
in  life,  and  favors  us  with  his  presence  to-day. 
Two  other  member  of  Brookfield  Association  re- 
mains that  was  living  at  that  time.  In  the  Con- 
gregation, I  once  saw  many  blooming  youth,  but 
they  have  passed  away — and  of  the  choir  of  sing- 
ers ;  one  infirm  man  remains  alive  and  a  mother 
in  our  Israel.  All  the  great  and  good  men  of 
whom,  and  of  whose  worthy  deeds  and  wise  say- 
ings, I  heard  from  the  grey-headed  with  much 
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pleasure  and  veneration,  have  been  gathered  to 
the  vast  assembly  of  the  dead.  And  I  must 
soon  put  off  this  mortal  body  and  mingle  with 
them.  The  thought  of  being  disabled  to  labor, 
and  of  bein"^  thrown  aside  as  useless  and  forgot- 
ten,  is  to  me  unpleasant — painful. 

I  have  had  large  and  unmerited  experience  of 
God's  mercy  and  indulgence,  and  of  the  respect 
and  kindness  of  my  people.  At  times  I  have 
been  ready  to  wonder  at  the  evident  tokens  of 
their  continued  and  unabated  confidence  and 
friendship.  This  is  a  source  of  gratification  to 
one  who  feels  himself  declining  in  his  physical 
energies.  To  be  sustained  however,  in  that  ap- 
proaching conflict  in  which  we  must  all  soon  en- 
gage, we  cannot  rely  on  an  arm  of  flesh  ;  but 
must  obtain  mercy  of  God  in  that  day. 

How  much  soever  dark  clouds  gather  around 
the  hill  of  Zion,  and  violence  and  war  be  made 
on  the  institutions  and  interests  of  religion,  by 
foolish  men,  if  such  eve?'  existed — how  much  so- 
ever convulsions  may  shake  the  world,  and  its 
great  affairs  be  disordered  and  overturned  ;  yet 
the  church  is  safe  from  all  her  foes.  God  holds 
her  in  his  own  right  hand  and  for  her  sake  up- 
holds the  world.  And  He  who  has  given  nations 
for  her  life,  and  crushed  empires  to  save  her,  is 
now  overturning,  overturning,  and  overturning, 
for  her  deliverance,  extension  and  glory.  If,  my 
hearers,  you  and  I  belong  to  that  kingdom,  He 
will  be  our  support,  thoqgh  heaven  and  earth 
^hall  pass  away. 
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Fifty  years  are  soon  gone — our  work  and  days 
will  soon  be  ended — I  shall  cease  to  speak  and 
you  will  cease  to  hear.  When  fifty  years  shall 
have  run  their  cycle  and  opened  their  unknown 
scenes  ;  but  few,  very  few  of  this  great  assem- 
bly will  stand  upon  the  earth  to  see  what  God 
will  next  do  for  the  honor  of  his  justice,  or  the 
glory  of  his  grace,  in  completing  the  redemption 
of  his  church.  Death  will  have  claimed  its  vic- 
tims and  borne  them  to  the  grave.  Let  us  then 
occupy  till  our  Lord  comes,  for  he  will  come 
and  will  not  tarry.  Trim  your  lamps,  that  you 
may  not  be  perturbated  when  you  shall  hear 
the  cry,  "  Behold  the  bridegroom  cometh  ;'Vnor 
be  compelled  to  say  to  your  more  provident 
brethren,  *'  give  us  of  your  oil,  for  our  lamps  are 
gone  out.''  Be  ye  stedfast,  unmovable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  inasmuch 
as  ye  know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.'' 

The  following  persons  in  succession  have  been 
appointed,  and  have  sustained  the  office  of  Dea- 
con in  the  Church  in  North  Brookfield,  viz.: 


Messrs.  John  Cutler, 

Jason  Bigelow, 
Samuel  Gould, 
Reuben  Hamilton, 

 —  Bacon, 

Samuel  Haskell, 
Benjamin  Adams, 


Messrs.  Walter  Walker, 
Humphrey  Gilbert, 
John  Rice, 
Tyler  Batcheller, 
Joseph  A.  Moore, 
Barnett  Poland, 
Lyman  Bush. 
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Members  of  Brookfield  Association  fifty  years 
ago. 

Rev.  Nathan  FisJce,  of  South  Brookfield  ; 
"     JosJnia  Paine ^  of  Sturbridge  ; 
"     Josiah  Dana,  of  Barre  ; 
"     Ephraim  Ward,  of  West-Brookfield  ; 
"     Joseph  Pope,  of  Spencer  ; 
"     Joshua  Crosby,  of  Enfield  ; 
"     Joseph  Blodget,  of  Greenwich  ; 
"     Reuben  More,  of  Ware  ; 
"      Daniel  Tomlinson,  Oakham; 
"     Stephen  Baiter,  of  Warren  ; 

John  Fiske,  D.  D.,  of  Nevv-Braintree  ; 
**     Erastus  I^earnard,  of  Charlton  ; 
*'     Zepheniah  S.  Moore,  D.  D.,  of  Liecester. 


On  the  27th  of  June,  1848,  a  most  delightful 
day,  the  Congregational  Society  in  North 
Brookfield  celebrated  with  appropriate  religious 
exercises  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Ordina- 
tion of  their  Pastor.  An  immense  gathering  of 
people,  former  residents  and  natives  of  the  town, 
and  of  clergymen,  took  place  on  the  occasion, 
when  the  exercises  were  performed  in  the  follow- 
ing order  : 

1.  An  Anthem,  (The  Lord  is  risen,  &c.)    This  was  sung  at 

the  Ordination  of  Doct.  Snell. 

2.  Prefatory  Remarks,  by  Rev.  Lyman  Whiting,  of  Law- 

rence. 

3.  Invocation,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Nichols,  of  Brookfield. 

4.  Singing,  (Here  Lord  of  life  and  light,  &c.) 

5.  Reading  Select  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  Levi  Packard,  of 

Spencer. 
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6.  Singi?ig,  (Thee,  gracious  God,  &c.)  original. 

7.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Doct.  Fiske,  of  Nevv-Braintree. 

8.  Singing,  (Hail,  Brother  of  our  Sires,  kc.)  original. 

9.  Sermon. 

10.  Singing.    (In  humble  faith,  &c.) 

11.  Sermon  concluded. 

12.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Doct.  Bates,  of  Dudley. 

13.  Singing,  (Thy  love,  O  God,  &c.) — Ilymn  by  Wm.  C. 

Bryant,  Esq. 

14.  Benediction,  by  Rev.  Micah  Stone,  of  Brookfield. 

15.  Anthem. 

Thus  closed  a  joyful  day — a  day  memora- 
ble in  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  North  Ikook- 
field. 
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On  the  10th  of  April,  1848,  the  First  Congregational  Socie- 
ty appointed  the  following  persons  as  a  committee  of  arrange- 
ments in  reference  to  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Rev.  Doct. 
SNELL'S  settlement  as  their  Pastor,  viz.  : 


AMASA  WALKER, 
TYLER  BATCIIELLER, 
JOSEPH  A.  MOORE, 
CHARLES  DUNCAN, 
DANIEL  WHITING,  Jr., 


WILLIAM  ADAMS, 
FRANCIS  CARRUTH, 
PLINY  NYE, 
CHARLES  ADAMS,  Jr., 
LEWIS  WHITING. 


The  following  gentlemen  were  subsequently,  on  the  13th  of 
June,  appointed  as  marshals,  viz.  : 

Freeman  Walker,  Thomas  Bond,  Bonum  Nye,  Kiram 
Carruth,  Leonard  Stoddard,  Henry  A.  Belcher,  F.  A. 
Potter,  T.  M.  Duncan,  Wm.  L.  Poland,  Wm.  P.  Hale, 
George  H.  Lowe,  E.  P.  Perry,  Henry  Deland,  E.  P. 
Giffin,  Joseph  Doane,  Wm.  C.  King,  Wm.  H.  Montague, 
Lucius  E.  Waite,  Alfred  Batcheller,  Wm.  F.  Adams. 

And  the  following  ladies  were  invited  to  assist  at  the  table, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Duncan,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Maynard,  Misses  Eme- 
LiNE  Batcheller,  Maria  B.  Johnson,  Hannah  Gilbert, 
Coroline  Ward,  Mary  Carruth,  Sarah  C.  Haskell, 
Sarah  E.  Haskell,  Hannah  Belcher,  Rebeckah  Whiting, 
|jAura  Potter,  Mary  Blackmer,  Mercy  Bush,  Rachel 
Poland,  Sarah  Lane,  Mary  Ann  Batcheller,  Lucy 
Knight,  Martha  Whiting,  Eliza  Hooker,  Eliza  Bird. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  children  of 
the  town  under  sixteen  years  of  age  assembled  at  the  Town 
Hall,  and  formed  a  procession  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
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Daniel  Whiting,  Jr.,  assisted  by  several  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies,  and  accompanied  by  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments  and  the  deacons  of  the  church,  proceeded  to  tiie  house 
of  the  Pastor,  and  escorted  him  and  his  family  to  the  church. 

In  the  body  of  the  house  were  seated,  according  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  committee,  all  persons  in  attendance,  of  sixty 
years  of  age  and  upwards;  all  the  clergy  and  invited  guests, 
and  the  galleries  were  reserved  for  ladies. 

The  building  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  many 
stood  around  the  doors  and  windows,  unable  to  gain  admit- 
tance. 

The  exercises  of  the  church  then  took  place,  in  the  order 
heretofore  stated,  and  included  the  following,  of  which,  from 
their  interesting  character,  the  committee  procured  copies. 


GIVEN  AT  TIIE 

SEMI-CENTENNIAL  CELEBIIATION 

Of  Rev,  Boot.  SNELL'S  Pastorate,— -hy  llev,  L.  WHI- 
TING^— Pastor  of  the  Lawrence  Church,  Lawrence. 


It  is  one  of  our  good  old  customs,  when  the  older  children 
are  coming  home,  to  send  one  of  the  younger  ones  to  open  the 
door,  and  ask  them  in,  and  tell  them  how  glad  the  home  stay- 
ers are,  that  they  have  come. 

So,  as  this  great  Town-Family  are  waiting  at  the  door,  it 
has  seemed  good  to  send  me  ;  one  of  the  younger  of  your 
number,  big  enough  to  pull  the  string  of  the  latch, — to  bid  you 
come  in — and  welcome ! 

Brothers !  We  have  not  been  here  all  together  since  we  were 
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children.  We  have  parted  in  many  directions  ;  but  to-day 
sends  its  call  after  us,  and  filially  we  come  with  the  choral 
song. 

*'  O,  joyfully  dear  is  the  homeward  track. 
If  we  are  but  sure  of  a  welcome  back.'" 

And  sure  we  may  be  as  we  look  on  the  generous  welcome 
set  forth  by  these  at  home,  and  feel  the  embraces  of  their 
hands  and  hearts. 

Now  Brothers  and  Sisters, — »walk  in — and  let  us  commune 
a  little  with  one  another  before  speaking  to  the  patriarch  head 

of  this  parish  Family.  -  Don't  you  remember  when  we 

were  little  children,  how  he  used  to  come  to  our  houses,  and 
lay  his  hand  on  our  heads, — look  in  the  cradle,  and  ask  about 
the  baby  ;  and  perhaps  on  some  such  visit,  he  put  up  the  Jirst 
prayer  our  infant  ears  ever  heard.  Now,  since  we  have  grown 
up  and  been  away,  we  cannot  forget  the  minister  of  our  child- 
hood. Our  home-memories  gather  round  him.  He  is  to  us 
like  a  silken  thread,  on  which  are  strung  our  common  early  re- 
collections. 

Let  us  now  look  around  the  house, — the  parish  Homestead^ 
and  see  who  are  here,  and  who  are  gone.  Down  there  used  to 
sit  a  bright  eyed,  aged  man, — once  an  officer  in  this  church. 
He  is  not  there  now.*  His  neighbor  and  venerable  citizen,  is 
not  seen  now.f  Two  others| — old,  when  we  young, — are  no 
more.  Up  here  beside  the  pulpit — as  one  of  its  body-guard, 
used  to  sit  another,  whose  countenance,  no  observing  worship- 
per would  fail  to  notice ;  so  constant,  so  devout.  I  once  found 
a  tradition,  that  in  his  hey-day, — before  the  worshippers  were 
favored  with  a  bell, — he  Uocd  to  serve  as  a  time-piece  at  the 
parsonage,  for  when  Dea.  Walker  went  by  to  meeting,  the 
minister  knew  it  was  time  for  him  to  go ;  but  if  he  did  not  go 
at  all ;  it  was  too  tough  weather  for  any  body  to  go,  and  so  the 
minister  staid  at  home  himself  I  wonder  how  many  parish- 
oners  there  are  now,  who  would  do  for  parish  clocks  ! 


*  Dea.  John  Rice.     t  Aaron  Kimball.     t  Hinds  and  Wm.  Lanison. 
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But  all  over  the  house,  are  places  our  memories  fill  with  the 
loved  and  revered, — no  longer  seen  with  us.  On  this  side,  and 
on  that,  were  once  the  aged  and  decrepit — the  young  and 
beautiful. 

Tliey  are  gone — all  gone." 

The  widow  and  the  bereaved,  now  witness,  they  have  been 
borne  away  to  yon  solemn  sanctuary  of  tombs.  They  loill 
never  greet  lis  any  more  when  ice  come  home!  Truly,  time 
and  eternity  walk  side  by  side  in  this  day's  memories, — in  this 
day's  scenes.  In  an  old  book  I  once  read,  was  a  hble  on  this 
wise  : 

On  a  time.  Inconstancy  came  among  men,  and  claimed  like 
their  other  gods  to  be  painted.  But  no  artist  could  readily  be 
found  who  dared  to  undertake  the  work,  till  at  last  Tunc  of- 
fored  his  pencil,  and  after  much  search  for  a  piece  of  canvass 
on  which  to  make  the  picture,  chose  and  painted  her,  on  man. 

In  this  day's  scene  we  most  signally  defeat  the  reproach  of 
this  ancient  and  too  truthful  satire.  We  are  hanging  up  a  pic- 
ture of  Constancy,  for  this  and  other  generations  to  look  upon 
— and  in  the  profile  of  it,  are  the  venerable  features  of  this, 
our  pathiarch  Pastor.  And  may  we  not  claim  the  right  to 
trace  under  it  the  boast, — 

'*  Himself  a  mount  of  mind,  whose  shadow  creeps 
Serenely  down,  to  Time's  remotest  deeps." 

Brothers  !  what  a  page  of  this  world's  history,  would  this 
half  century's  professional  diary  comprise !  How  many 
thrones  have  risen  and  fallen  since  it  began?  Thrice  has  the 
torch  of  war  shot  its  lurid  glare  over  our  land — and  so  often 
have  fierce  political  tempests  driven  open  the  gates  of  Janus. 
But  these  bands  have  not  divided  1  Still  more  perilous  was  the 
strife  at  the  birth  of  that  great  Brotherhood  of  Christian  Char- 
ities which  adorn  this  era. 

Bible,  Mission,  and  Temperance  Societies,  the  children  of 
much  tribulation  have  come  into  being  since  this  ministry  be- 
gan. This  pastor  was  a  chieftain  in  their  battles — yet  he  faint- 
ed not,  and  this  hour  accords  to  him  a  brighter  laurel, — be- 
cause for  moral  victories — than  Olympic  triumphs  wove. 
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Brethren  and  Friends!  The  fruits  of  these  fifty  years 
work— will  shortly  be  given  you  to  take  care  of  Its  opu- 
lence of  blessing  your  hands  and  hearts  inherit.  This  liour 
gives  sacred  charge  that  you  faithfully  keep  and  devoutly  use 
it ;  that  so  it  may  be  life  to  coming  generations,  as  it  has  been 
to  us,— that  so,  to  the  memory  of  this  glad  day,  the  fmgcr  of 
future  scorn  shall  never  point, — as  to 

"The  lingering  halo  hovering  round  decay, 
The  rarevv<?ll  beam  of  glory  passed  away." 


SELECTIONS   OF  SCRIPTURE. 
By  jRev.  Mr.  Packard,  of  Spencer. 

And  I  brethren,  when  I  came  to  you,  came  not  with  excel- 
lency of  speech  or  of  wisdom  declaring  unto  you  the  testimo- 
ny of  God.  For  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among 
you  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified.  And  I  was  with  you 
in  weakness,  and  in  fear  and  in  much  trembling.  And  my 
speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man's 
wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power. 
That  your  faith  should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in 
the  power  of  God.  If  I  must  needs  glory  I  will  glory  in 
things  that  concern  mine  infirmities.  I  am  not  eloquent, 
neither  hitherto  nor  since  ;  but  I  am  slow  of  speech  and  of  as  low 
tongue.  Notwithstanding  the  Lord  stood  by  me,  and  strength- 
ened me  that  by  me  the  preaching  might  be  fully  kuown  and 
that  all  the  Gentiles  might  hear.  And  a  great  number  believed 
and  turned  unto  the  Lord. — Of  whom  the  greater  part  remain 
to  this  present,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep.  I  am  the  man  that 
hath  seen  affliction  by  the  rod  of  his  wrath.  He  hath  led  me 
and  brought  me  into  darkness,  but  not  into  light.  My  flesh 
and  my  skin  hath  he  made  old  ;  he  hath  broken  my  bones. 
My  soul  hath  them  in  remembrance  and  is  humbled  in  me. 
But  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life 
dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might  finish  my  course  with  joy, 
and  the  ministry  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to 
testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.    For  I  have  not  shun- 
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ned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of  God.  I  kept  back 
nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have  showed  you  and 
taught  you  publicly  and  from  house  to  house  testifyino-  repent- 
ance toward  God  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus"  Christ. 
Wherefore  I  will  not  be  negligent  to  put  you  always  in  remem- 
brance of  these  thiijgs,  though  ye  know  them  and  be  estab- 
lished in  the  present  truth.  Yea,  I  think  it  meet  as  long  as  I 
am  in  this  tabernacle  to  stir  you  up  by  putting  you  in  remem- 
brance. Knowing  that  shortly  I  must  put  off  this  my  taberna- 
cle even  as  the  Lord  Jesus  hath  shewed  me.  Moreover  I  will 
endeavor  that  ye  may  be  able  after  my  decease  to  have  these 
things  always  in  remembrance. 

And  I  am  old  and  grey-headed — the  shadows  of  evening 
are  stretched  out.  And  behold  my  sons  are  with  you.  Your 
Fathers— where  are  they  ?  I  saw  your  fathers  as  the  first  ripe 
in  the  fig  tree.  We  took  sweet  counsel  together  and  walked 
to  the  house  of  God  in  company.  And  behold  ye  have  risen 
up  instead  of  your  fathers.  Tell  your  children  of  it  and  let 
your  children  tell  their  children,  and  their  children  another 
generation. 

Thine  own  friend  and  thy  father's  friend  forsake  not.  The 
blessing  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you.  And  I  will  gladly  spend 
and  be  spent  for  you,  though  the  more  abundantly  I  love  you 
the  \erfs  I  am  beloved. 

Bel/oTti  here  I  am,  witness  against  me  before  the  Lord  and 
before  iiis  anointed,  whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whose  ass 
have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  or  of  whose  hand 
have  I  received  a  bribe  to  blind  mine  eyes  therewith  ?  and  1 
will  restore  it  you.  I  speak  not  these  things  to  condemn  you  ; 
for  I  have  said  before  that  ye  are  in  our  hearts  to  die  and  live 
with  you.  For  I  am  jealous  over  you  with  a  Godly  jealousy, 
for  I  have  espoused  you  to  one  husband  that  I  may  present  you 
as  a  chaste  virgin  to  Christ. 

But  I  am  poor  and  needy.  In  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  put  my 
trust,  let  me  never  be  put  to  confusion.  Be  thou  my  strong 
habitation  whereunto  I  may  continually  resort.  I  will  go  in 
the  strength  of  the  Lord,  I  will  make  me;ition  of  thy  righteous- 
ness even  of  thine  only. 
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O  God  thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  youth  and  hitherto 
have  I  declared  thy  wonderous  works,  now  also  when  I  am  old 
and  grey-headed,  O  God,  forsake  me  not  until  I  have  showed 
thy  strength  to  this  generation  and  thy  power  to  every  one  that 
is  to  come. 


THE  BENEDICTION. 
jBy  Rev.  MiCAn  Stone. 

Now  the  God  of  Peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  Great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheep — the 
Good  Slicplierd,  that  laid  down  his  life  for  the  Sheep ;  the  risen 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  Souls,  who  holdeth  stars  in  his  right 
hand,  and  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  golden  candlesticks  :  He, 
who  at  his  ascension  gave  richest  gifts  to  men,  and  has  contin- 
ued to  bestow  them  in  beneficent  succession  on  this  Church, 
which  his  own  right  hand  hath  planted,  even  pastors  and  teach- 
ers for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  and  perfect- 
ing of  the  Saints,  and  who  through  a  long  series  of  years,  has 
conducted  this  people  in  harmony  and  peace  with  their  beloved 
pastor  to  commemorate  his  goodness,  and  rejoice  together  on 
this  jubilee  festival — may  this  Great  and  Good  Shepherd, 
through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  per- 
fect in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight  through  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee. 

The  Lord  make  his  face  shine  upon  thee ;  and  be  gracious 
unto  thee. 

The  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  thee ;  and  give  thee 
peace  and  joy  in  believing. 

And  let  all  the  people  say.  Amen. 


The  exercises  in  the  house  being  finished,  the  people  present 
were  invited  to  partake  of  a  collation  in  the  public  grove,  and 
repaired  thither  in  the  following  order,  viz. : 
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Committee  of  Arrangements; 
Dr.  Snell  and  family  ; 
Clergy  and  invited  guests  ; 
Aged  People ; 
Strangers  and  Citizens  generally. 
Amasa  Walker,  Esq.  presided  at  the  Table. 

The  Divine  blessing  was  invoked  by  Rev.  Doct.  Cooley,  of 
Granville,  Mass. 

Dinner  being  finished  the  Chairman  called  the  attention  of 
the  audience,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  thanked  them  for 
their  attedance  on  the  occasion,  which  he  said  he  regarded  as 
an  expression  of  their  respect  for  the  venerated  pastor,  and  of 
their  sympathy  with  the  people  of  his  charge  in  the  pleasing 
event  they  had  this  day  met  to  commemorate. 

We  respect  our  pastor,  said  the  Chairman,  and  are  happy  to 
see  that  others  respect  him  too.  We  respect  him  for  his  fifty 
years  of  faithful  labor  among  us  in  tlie  christian  ministry,  for 
his  remarkably  uniform  and  consistent  christian  life  and  char- 
acter, for  his  good  sense,  his  great  industry,  his  exemplary 
economy,  his  benevolence  and  liberality — for  his  untiring 
and  faithful  labors  in  the  cause  of  common  school  education, 
for  his  early  and  eflJicient  services  in  the  temperance  cause, 
and  for  his  general  influence  in  behalf  of  every  measure  in  his 
opinion  calculated  to  promote  the  best  good,  and  temporal 
prosperity  of  the  people.  Especially,  do  we  respect  him  for 
his  successful  labors  in  promoting  the  spiritual  improvement  of 
those  committed  to  his  care. 

A  thousand  interesting  associations,  continued  the  Chair- 
man, cluster  around  this  hour.  We  recal  to  mind  the  various 
and  varied  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed,  with  our  be- 
loved pastor.  We  have  met  him  at  the  baptismal  font,  at  the 
bridal  altar,  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  by  the  graves  of  our 
friends,  and  these  recollections  fill  us  with  mingled  emotions 
of  joy  and  sadness.  They  consecrate  this  occasion,  and  we 
receive  with  great  pleasure  the  testimony  which  the  presence 
of  so  large  an  assembly  affords  us,  that  others  too  love  and 
venerate  the  man  who  for  so  long  a  period  has  labored  for  our 
temporal  and  eternal  welfare. 
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The  Chairman  stated  that  but  little  preparation  had  been 
made  for  any  formal  sentiments  or  set  speeches.  It  was  in- 
tended that  the  occasion  should  be  a  social  one,  and  he  hoped 
all  would  feel  at  liberty  to  address  the  assembly  in  such  man- 
ner as  each  should  think  best.  He  would  however  take  the 
liberty  to  call  first  on  those  gentlemen  present  who  had  them- 
selves preached  their  semi-centennial  sermons,  and  would  first 
introduce  to  the  audience  Rev.  Doct.  Pierce,  of  Brookline. 

The  Doctor,  as  is  his  wont,  entertained  the  company  with 
many  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  past,  when  he  resided 
in  the  neighborhood  as  preceptor  of  Leicester  Academy. 

Rev.  John  Fiske,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  semi-centenarians,  next 
addressed  the  meeting  and  was  followed  by  another,  the  Rev. 
Doct.  Cooley,  of  Granville. 

Rev.  Doct.  Nelson,  of  Leicester,  made  a  few  remarks  com- 
plimentary to  the  lady  of  the  pastor,  and  was  followed  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Trask  of  Fitchburg,  who  offered  a  sentiment  of  which 
we  have  co  copy. 

The  Chairman  here  remarked  that  some  forty  years  since 
five  young  men  and  lads  were  reciting  lessons,  together  at 
Doct.  Snell's, — for,  said  he,  I  forgot  when  enumerating  the 
services  of  our  pastor  to  state  that  for  some  thirty  years,  he  in- 
structed all  those  who  at  that  period  aspired  to  any  education  su- 
perior to  that  of  the  common  schools.  One  of  the  five  students 
referred  to,  is  Judge  Cheever,  of  Albany.  One  of  them,  is 
now  well  known  at  home  as  well  as  abroad  as  the  greatest  of 
American  poets  ;  and  another  was  our  beloved  and  lamented 
fellow-townsman,  Doct.  Elijah  Mead,  who  lately  died  while  in 
the  most  successful  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of 
New-York ;  another  is  the  amiable  and  talented  professor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philosophy  in  the  college  in  our 
neighborhood,*  and  the  remaining  one  has  arrived  at  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  of  presiding  on  this  occasion. 

And  in  this  connection  he  would  give  as  a  sentiment,  The 
Poet  of  Thanatopsis,  although  we  cannot  claim  North  Brook- 
field  as  his  birth-place,  we  recollect  with  great  pleasure  that  he 
once  made  our  town  his  residence  as  a  student. 


Prof.  E.  S.  Snell,  Amherst  College. 
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William  Cullen  Bryant,  Esq.,  a  nephew  of  Doct.  Snell,  the 
gentleman  referred  to  in  this  sentiment,  was  present,  but  with 
the  sensibility  common  to  poets  excused  himself  from  making 
a  formal  speech. 

Dea.  Josiah  Carey,  formerly  a  resident  of  the  town,  now  of 
New-York  city,  expressed  his  great  gratification  in  being  pres- 
ent, and  his  interest  in  the  occasion.  Rev.  L.  Whiting  being 
called  upon  made  remarks,  as  did  also  Rev.  B.  V.  Hale  of 
Brimfield. 

The  President  then  offered  the  following  sentiment, 
"  Our  distinguished  guest,  the.  only  surviving  son  of  the 
predecessor  of  our  pastor ;  the  christian  virtues  which  adorned 
the  character  of  the  father,  are  well  illustrated  in  the  life  of 
the  son." 

Hon.  Wm.  Appleton  of  Boston,  referred  to  in  this  senti- 
ment, attended  the  celebration,  but  had  just  left  in  order  to  be 
in  season  for  the  cars,  and  the  Rev.  Doct.  Pierce  responded 
to  the  sentiment  in  a  manner  highly  complimentary  to  Mr. 
Appleton,  and  gratifying  to  the  audience. 

The  President  then  announced — 

Our  late  fellow-townsman,  Col.  Charles  Henshaw,  now  of 
Boston, — we  remember  his  residence  among  us  with  pleasure, 
and  our  town  is  greatly  indebted  to  his  enterprise  and  public 
spirit. 

Francis  Sumner  Carruth,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  offered  through 
the  Chairman  the  following  sentiment : 

"  A  Pious  and  Discreet  Ministry ;  its  good  influence  is  most 
publicly  illustrated  in  the  religious  harmony,  spiritual  growth, 
and  temporal  prosperity  of  this  community." 

Among  the  gentlemen  present  were  Doct.  Daniel  Pierce,  of 
Goshen,  Mass.,  who  thirty  ybars  since  was  a  practising  physi- 
cian in  North  Brookfield.  On  being  called  upon,  he  addressed 
the  people  in  a  very  feeling  and  impressive  manner.  Dea.  Jo- 
seph A.  Moore,  as  representing  the  Deacons  of  the  church,  was 
called  upon,  and  responded  by  a  short  address.    Edward  Ham- 

nev/berry 
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ilton,  Esq.,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  made  some  inter- 
esting remarks  upon  the  subject  of  music,  and  sang  in  his 
usual  good  style  a  song  of  olden  time.  Many  other  sentiments 
were  offered  by  different  gentlemen,  which  in  the  confusion 
incident  to  such  an  occasion,  were  unfortunately  lost. 

The  meeting  was  finally  closed  by  singing  the  Doxology — 

From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies,  &c. 

Sung  to  the  tune  of  Old  Hundred  under  the  lead  of  the 
venerable  and  well-known  choirister  of  such  occasions,  Rev. 
Doct.  Pierce. 


Th^  following  hymns  were  sung  during  the  services  in 
the  chufCh  in  the  old  tunes  annexed  to  them,  and  it  is 
due  to  the  Choir^  and  its  leader  for  the  occasion^  Ed- 
ward Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  to  state  that  the  an- 
cient music  was  performed  in  a  manner  that  elicited  univer- 
sal admiration  ;  it  was  listened  to  with  great  interest,  especially 
by  the  aged  part  of  the  audience,  to  whom  they  had  been  fa- 
miliar in  their  younger  days,  and  with  which  were  associated 
many  of  their  earliest  and  most  pleasing  recollections. 


HYMN  1.— L.  M.    Twne— (Old)  Bridgewater, 

1  Here,  Lord  of  life  and  light,  to  thee 
Our  pious  fathers  bowed  the  knee  ; 

Thou  heard'st  their  prayer,  and  in  this  place 
They  reared  the  temple  of  thy  grace. 

2  Hes^p  thy  own  servants  preached  thy  Ayord, 
Safe  from  the  prison  and  the  sword  ; 

^Qt  preach  in  vain ;  each  rolling  year 
Gave  witness  that  the  Lord  was  here. 
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3  Here  still  thy  word  is  preached,  and  still, 
As  once  on  Zion's  sacred  hill, 

Thy  grace  descends  like  timely  showers, — 
For  still  our  Fathers'  God  is  ours. 

4  Amid  our  fathers'  graves,  to-day, 

To  thee,  our  fathers'  God,  we  pray — 
And  to  this  Church,  till  time  shall  end, 
Send  faithful  pastors,  O  Lord,  send. 


HYMN  2.— (original.)— L.  M.    Tune— (Old)  Devotion. 
1  Thee,  gracious  God,  protecting  power  ! 
Whose  love  has  brought  this  passing  hour ; 
Pastor  and  people  join  to  bless, 
As  guardian  of  their  happiness. 

8  Here,  as  the  circling  Sabbaths  rise, 
Thy  light  divine  doth  bless  our  eyes, 
The  ministry  of  sacred  things 
The  blessing  of  the  gospel  brings. 

3  Through  half  a  cent'ry's  rolling  years 
Of  joys  and  hopes,  of  gloom  and  fears ; 
Our  Pastor  has  in  thy  blest  will, 
Been  spared,  and  labors  with  us  still. 

4  In  gladsome  songs  of  thankfulness. 
Honor  unites  with  happiness ; 

As  we  may  speak  his  care  and  zeaj 
To  know  and  do  his  Master's  will. 

5  His  faithful  counsel,  tender  care, 
Unwearied  love  and  earnest  prayer, 
Will  ever  claim  the  grateful  tear, 
And  many  a  drooping  pilgrim  cheer. 

*####• 


HYMN  3.— (oRiGiMAL.)— S.  M.    Twwe— (Old)  Yarmfluth. 
1  Hail,  Brother  of  our  Sires, 
Hail,  Son  of  other  days  ! 
Our  crowding  thoughts,  our  strong  desires, 
Burst  forth  in  epngs  of  pr?is^, 
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2  Our  thoughts  come  crowding  fast — 

Thoughts  of  those  fifty  years, 
When  thou  didst  toil,  and  pray,  and  fast, — 
Stranger,  forgive  our  tears. 

3  Our  strong  desires  we  prove. 

In  words  of  humble  prayer : 
Our  Guide  and  Teacher  whom  we  love, 
Father  of  Mercies  !  spare. 

4  Rough,  sometimes,  was  thy  way, 

Yet  well  it  has  been  trod  ; 
Tho'  friends  proved  false,  tho'  dark  the  day. 
Thou  had'st  a  friend  in  God. 

5  Blest  have  thy  labors  been. 

And  thus  thyself  art  blest ; 
Happy,  a  radiant  soul  to  win 
To  God's  eternal  rest, 

6  Late,  Pastor  !  be  thy  fall ! 

We  close  our  song  with  this  ; 
And  when  death's  waves  shall  o'er  thee  roll, 
Wing,  wing  thy  soul  to  bliss. 


HYMN  4.— L.  M.    Twne— (Old)  Cowper. 

1  In  humble  faith,  O  Lord,  we  wait ; 
On  thee  we  call  at  mercy's  gate  ; 
Our  trembling  hearts  do  thou  sustain, 
Let  not  thy  people  pray  in  vain. 

2  0  Lord !  in  ways  of  peace  go  on, 
Nor  let  thy  flock  deserted  mourn  ; 
But  let  oui  eyes  a  Shepherd  see. 
Dear  to  our  souls,  and  dear  to  thee. 

3  Fed  by  his  care,  our  tongues  shall  raise 
A  cheerful  tribute  to  thy  praise  ; 

Our  children  learn  the  grateful  song. 
And  theirs  the  cheerful  notes  prolong. 
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HYMN  5.— L.  M.    Tune— (Old)  Greenwich. 


BY  WILLIAM  CULLEN  BRYANT. 


1  Thy  love,  O  God,  from  year  to  year, 
Has  watched  thy  faithful  pastor  here, 
Till  fifty  years  of  toil  have  now 
Engraved  their  tokens  on  his  brow. 

2  Fast  have  the  seasons  rolled  away ; 
A  moment  in  thy  sight  were  they, 
Yet  while  their  rapid  course  was  run. 
What  mighty  works,  thy  hand  has  done. 

3  What  empires  rose,  and,  at  thy  frown, 
In  sudden  weakness  crumbled  down  ! 
What  barriers,  reared  by  earth  and  hell, 
Against  thy  truth  gave  way  and  fell ! 

4  Meanwhile,  beneath  thy  gracious  sight 
This  flock  has  dwelt  in  peace  and  light. 
By  living  waters  gently  led. 

And  in  perennial  pastures  fed. 

5  Oh  when  before  thy  judgment  seat, 
The  pastor  and  his  flock  shall  meet. 
May  thy  benignant  voice  attest 
Their  welcome  to  thine  endless  rest. 
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Constituting  the  Choir  of  Rev,  Doct.  SNELL'S  Society  at 
the  time  of  the  Celebration  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of 
his  Ordination  and  Settlement,  June  27,  1848. 

CONDUCTOR  OF  THE   CHOIR  ON   THIS  OCCASION, 

Edward  Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  Worcester. 

STATED  LEADERS. 
Ezra  Batcheller,  William  S.  Keep. 


ORCHESTRA. 


William  S.  Keep, 
George  H.  Lowe, 
Henry  Deland, 
Hiram  Knight, 
Richard  Hamant, 


Hiram  Edson, 
Chas.  Adams,  Jr., 
Chas.  Otis  Bastow, 
Benj.  K.  Deland. 


FIRST  TREBLE. 


Mrs.  Catharine  Lowe, 
"    Phebe  W.  Thompson, 
"    Tryphosa  L.  Duncan, 
*•    Esther  Perry, 
Eliza  C.  Adams, 
Martha  Ann  Rogers, 
"    Lucinda  Bigelow, 
Emily  Walker, 
Betsey  P.  W.  Cary,* 
Mary  Ann  Whiting, 
Annis  F.  Boyd, 
**    Maria  Kingsbury, 
"    Matilda  Stoddard, 
Miss  Martha  Ann  Batcheller, 
**    Emeline  Batcheller, 
**    Lucy  Ann  Whiting, 
"    Lucy  Ann  Kendrick, 
Mary  Sargeant, 


Miss  Catharine  BlacHmer, 
"    Mary  Gilbert, 
Abby  M.  Doane, 
Martha  Harris, 
Mary  R.  Batcheller, 
"    Moselle  Hill, 
'*    Mary  Nye, 

Lucia  Draper, 
"    Huldah  Barlow, 

Sarah  Forbes, 
"    Lucretia  H.  Tomblen, 
"    Lucy  Johnson, 
"    Emeline  Clark, 
Abby  Johnson, 
"    Frances  Harwood, 
"    Charlotte  Bush, 
"    Maria  Stoddard, 
"    Susan  Stoddard, 
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Miss  Rachel  Poland, 
"    Emeline  C.  Walker, 
"    Lucy  B.  Ward, 

Sarah  T.  Holmes, 
"    Elizabeth  Knight, 
"    Mary  Lucy  Kendrick, 
"    Harriet  Stoddard, 
*'    Emma  Lowe, 


Miss  Nancy  Hill, 
Julia  Knapp, 
*'    Martha  Mead, 
"    Lucy  Snow, 
"    Martha  Clarke, 
"    Ann  York, 
"    Martha  Whiting, 
Emma  Walker. 


SECOND 

TREBLE. 

Mrs. 

Caroline  Howe, 

Miss 

Mary  Blackmer, 

it 

Sarah  L.  W.  Adams, 

(< 

Loana  Blackmer, 

it 

Lucy  B.  Deland, 

<( 

Sarah  Reed, 

i( 

Lucy  B.  Ludden, 

(< 

Nancy  I.  Keep, 

Miss  Eliza  Bird, 

(< 

Mary  Ann  Clark, 

(( 

Caroline  S,  Ward, 

(( 

Mercy  Bush, 

it 

Hannah  W.  Gilbert, 

it 

Sarah  Moore, 

n 

Esther  Gilbert, 

<( 

Sarah  L  Ayres, 

it 

Mary  Ann  Batcheller, 

(( 

Lucy  F.  Ayres, 

ft 

Rebekah  Whiting, 

(( 

Elvira  Doane, 

t( 

Sarah  Mead, 

<( 

Lucy  Ann  Lane, 

(( 

Laura  B.  Potter, 

(( 

Alma  Ann  Edgarton. 

(( 

Lydia  Dewing, 

TENOR. 


Ezra  Batcheller, 
Jonathan  Cary,* 
Henry  Johnson, 
Joseph  W.  Thompson, 
John  Bigelow,  2d, 
Lucius  E.  Waite, 
Erastus  Allen, 
Barnett  Howe, 
Thomas  Elliott, 
Eli  Blackmer, 
Richard  W.  Bates, 


BASS. 


Orra  Batcheller, 
William  Johnson, 


Daniel  S.  Blake,* 
Henry  Johnson,  2d, 
Luther  Poland, 
William  L.  Poland, 
Alfred  H.  Batcheller, 
Joseph  D.  Poland, 
Harlan  P.  Duncan, 
Amory  T.  Skerry, 
Samuel  R.  Skerry, 
William  Blackmer. 


Gardner  Knight, 
George  Bliss, 
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Eberiezer  Mead, 
Freeman  Walker,        '  " 
William  Duncan,  Jr., 
William  P.  Haskell, 
Harvey  Belcher,* 
Osamel  B'lgg, 
Samuel  H.  Skerry, 
Andrew  Damon, 
Rowland  F.  Doane, 
Josiah  M.  Doane, 
Warren  Ayres,  • 
Levi  W.  Livermore, 
Horace  Tucker, 
Ezra  Batcheller,  2d. 
Marcellus  Whitman, 
Wm.  James  Haskell, 
Alvin  Howe, 
Abner  L.  Wright, 
George  A.  Howe, 
John  Bastow, 

Total  154. 


Joseph  H.  Ward,*  y 
Chas.  P.  Adams,*  : ; 
Alden  Batcheller,  . 
Isaiah  H.  Williams, 
Anson  Giffin,  Jr., 
George  Jackson,* 
Luther  P.  Deland, 
Elisha  P.  Perry, 
Nathaniel  Snow, 
Joel  Rugg, 
John  Henry  Jenks, 
Baxter  Ayres,* 
Chas.  H.  Stoddard, 
John  Bush, 
Henry  P.  Tyler,* 
John  Sherman,* 
Elias  H.  Bartlett, 
Bezer  Keith, 
Henry  M.  Keith, 
Joseph  Snow. 


*  Ex-members  of  the  Choir,  but  singing  on  this  occasion. 
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